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In view of these precise contemporary documents, one
may therefore confidently relegate to the realm of legend all
the fantastic tales of Mr. Wickham Steed and the French
writers, that William II and Franz Ferdinand were plan-
ning a rearrangement of the map of Europe, or plotting a
European war which was to be provoked by the Archduke's
maneuvers near the Serbian frontier at Sarajevo. The
Magyar oppression of the Transylvanian Rumanians, and
the consequent indignation that was being stirred up among
King Carol's subjects, involving as it did the danger that
Rumania might cease to be loyal to her secret treaties with
the Triple Alliance Powers, was a sufficiently serious ques-
tion, aside from the roses and personal friendship, to ac-
count for the meeting at Konopischt. In this connection
it is significant that the Rumanian question, and its
relation to Germany and Austrian policy, fills a large
place in the documents recently published by Conrad von
H8tzendorf and by the German Government.50
policy, which through the Rumanian question has an influence on the
external policy of the Triple Alliance, jeopardize the latter."
For further references to the Konopischt meeting and the possible
subjects discussed there see the report of the Russian Ambassador in
Vienna to Sazonov (printed in Die Kriegsschuldjrage, III, 169, June,
1925), alleging that Franz Ferdinand had discussed the Austrian naval
program with Admiral Tirpitz in view of the danger that Russia would
open the Straits Question, Tirpitz's brief memorandum on the visit,
written immediately upon his return to Berlin (ibid., Ill, 561 f., Sept.
1925), is mainly a description of the society and landscape gardening at
Konopischt with which he was greatly impressed; "aside from the
Kaiser's talk with the Archduke, politics were hardly touched upon at
all;" the Kaiser had mentioned to Franz Ferdinand the possibility of
sending the German fleet into the Mediterranean in case of war, "because
it had been deduced from the naval manoeuvres that in view of the
submarines, etc., we could not do much in the North Sea.*' For the Triple
Alliance Naval Convention of June 23, 1913, fixing the conditions of
naval cooperation in the Mediterranean, see Pribram, I, 282 ff. Conrad,
III, 36 f., reports a conversation with Francis Joseph on July 5, 1914 in
which the Emperor said, "I instructed Franz Ferdinand to request from
the German Emperor at Konopischt information as to whether in
the future also we could reckon unconditionally upon Germany. The
German Emperor had evaded the question and given no answer."
III, passim;. G.P., XXXIII-XXXIX, passim.